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Shifting of Gears in Higher Education Mid-
Term Policy Strategy 2016

Better ranking at the international level and 

also internationally recognized results

Key objective: excellency of the Hungarian higher education 

system (universities, teachers, students, researchers and 

staff).

Hungary to become a regional knowledge hub

through excellent education and infrastructure.

Key objective: to deploy the full potential of Hungarian 

universities in research and innovation, strengthen their 

corporate and  internatioal links by providing them a high 

degree of autonomy.

The State, as the primary strategic partner, 

provides long-term funding 

and long-term guarentees under the new legislation.

Result: New model universities provide public services, either 

directly or through  the institutions they maintain, in a private 

form independent of the government.



Benefits of model change in competitiveness

• Public interest trusts are a hybrid model.

• A public trust performing a public task shall use the assets and their

proceeds allocated by the state, directly or indirectly, for the public task

or for a purpose in the public interest.

• The foundation may carry out business activities in line with the

private market investor principle, but these must not jeopardise the

provision of public services.

In the Hungarian model, while preserving 

and maintaining the state's role and 

responsibility (funding), we would like to 

take advantage of the more flexible 

framework provided by private 

institutions.

• The universities could decide for themselves.

• The state does not withdraw from this new model.

• By setting objectively measurable performance expectations.

• The funding model has the advantage of providing medium-term funding

that takes into account the specificities of the different tasks.

In view of the public interest ensuring the 

long-term, predictable provision of the 

public service, the public task may not be 

withdrawn from the foundation and the 

foundation may not cease to perform it.

• There are guarantees in the Fundamental Law.

• The Board of Trustees is made up of recognised professionals with

academic and practical experience in the university's teaching/research.

• The Senate of the University delegates a member to the Supervisory

Board of the Maintenance Foundation.

The new lead organisations of the model 

change are the full successors of the 

universities before the change, i.e. there is 

full legal and organisational continuity and 

representation of interests.

In Hungary, we operated our universities within the framework of public finances and in this model, they have not 

managed to achieve a significant improvement. Thus, change was needed and justified.
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Outcomes and aims in higher education

• A dia tartalma ide kerülhet

• A dia tartalma ide kerülhet

• A dia tartalma ide kerülhet

• A dia tartalma ide kerülhet

Goals

• By 2030 we will have a university that is one of the best top 

100 universities in the world and three universities that are 

among the best top 100 universities in Europe!

• By 2030, at least 8 out of 10 graduates should be qualified to 

meet the needs of the regional labour market!

• By 2030, the number of foreign students studying in our 

country should increase significantly!  We aim to move from a 

brain-drain to a brain-gain position!

• By 2030, we should have at least 20,000 Hungarian students 

studying abroad for at least one semester! The new Hungarian 

international exchange programme will focus on the new 

educational and research priorities of the world!

• The market income of universities should increase by more 

than 2.5 times the increase in state funding.

Results

Competitiveness turnaround: 12 universities in 

the top 5% of the world (up from 7), and one in 

the top 1%

Access turnaround: 33% increase in the 

number of students admitted in 2023. One in two 

students went to a university on the countryside.

International turnaround: nearly 46,000 

foreigners study in a foreign language in our 

country

10,000 university students study in

scholarship programmes abroad

We have increased annual funding for the 

operation and development of higher education 

by 2.5 times, putting a focus on performance

graduates earn on average 50 percent more 

and can find a job almost immediately after 

graduation, within 42 days.



Rankings I. 

Hungarian universities in decreasing order according to 

the 2025 THE World University Rankings.

• In green: rose in the rankings

• In grey: remained stable

• In red: dropped in the rankings

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

1250 ranked 

institutions

1400 ranked 

institutions

1500+ ranked 

institutions

1600+ ranked 

institutions

1799 ranked 

institutions

1904 ranked 

institutions

2092 ranked 

institutions

Semmelweis University (SE) 401-500 401-500 401-500 251-300 201-250 251-300 251-300

Óbuda University (ÓE) - - - 1001-1200 1001-1200 1001-1200 601–800

Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE) 601-800 601-800 601-800 601-800 601-800 801-1000 801-1000

University of Debrecen (DE) 801-1000 801-1000 801-1000 801-1000 1001-1200 601-800 801–1000

Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life Sciences 

(MATE)
- - - 1201+ 1201-1500 1201-1500 1001–1200

University of Pécs (PTE) 601-800 801-1000 601-800 801-1000 1001-1200 1001-1200 1001-1200

University of Szeged (SZTE) 601-800 801-1000 801-1000 801-1000 1001-1200 1001-1200 1001-1200

Budapest University of Technology and Economics (BME) 801-1000 1001+ 1001+ 1201+ 1201-1500 1201-1500 1201-1500

University of Pannonia (PE) - - - 1201+ 1201-1500 1501+ 1201–1500

Széchenyi István University (SZE) - - - - Reporter 1501+ 1501+

University of Miskolc (ME) - - 1001+ 1201+ 1501+ 1501+ 1501+

Reporter status

Budapest Business School - - - - - - Reporter

Eszterházy Károly Catholic University - - - - - - Reporter

John von Neumann University - - - - - Reporter Reporter

University of Sopron - - - - Reporter Reporter Reporter

2024 óta nem indulnak

Szent István Egyetem - 1001+ 1001+ - - - -

Corvinus University of Budapest 1001+ 1001+ 1001+ 1201+ 1201-1500 - -



Rankings II.

Hungarian universities in decreasing order according to

the 2025 QS World University Rankings.

• In green: rose in the rankings

• In grey: remained stable

• In red: dropped in the rankings

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

1186 ranked 

institutions

1300 ranked 

institutions

1422 ranked 

institutions

1500 ranked 

institutions

1503 ranked 

institutions

Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE) 601-650 651-700 701-750 701-710 564

University of Szeged (SZTE) 501-510 551-560 551-560 601-610 570

University of Debrecen (DE) 521-530 591-600 651-700 671-680 574

Budapest University of Technology and Economics (BME) 801-1000 801-1000 801-1000 741-750 721-730

University of Pécs (PTE) 651-700 651-700 701-750 801-850 771-780

Széchenyi István University (SZE) - 801-1000 801-1000 1001-1200 1001-1200

Corvinus University of Budapest (BCE) 801-1000 801-1000 1001-1200 1001-1200 1001-1200

Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life Sciences 

(MATE)
801-1000 801-1000 801-1000 1001-1200 1001-1200

University of Miskolc (ME) 801-1000 1001-1200 1001-1200 1201-1400 1201-1400

University of Pannonia (PE) - - 1001-1200 1201-1400 1201-1400

Óbuda University (OE) - - 1201-1400 1201-1400 1201-1400



Internationalisation of higher education 

2024 – Kulturális és Innovációs Minisztérium

1. Nearly 46,000 foreign students from nearly 170 countries

2. Main pillar of the new internationalisation strategy: 'Pannonia Scholarship Program'

3. Pillars of the new internationalisation strategy: incoming foreign students

4. CEEPUS Programme: the engine behind the teaching abroad scholarship

programme

5. New regulation points: trainer mobility fellowships

6. KEKVA vs EU: we oppose the Council Implementing Decision, regulatory plan linked

to agreement, HUF 5 billion own resources, including European University

Associations



International students in Hungary

• 85% of international students study at 11 Universities in
Hungary

▪ More than 60% of the international students attend only 5
universities (DE, PTE, ELTE, SE, SZTE).

▪ The most popular fields of study are Health Sciences (29%),
Economic Sciences (1%) and engineering (13%).

▪ Most PhD international students study Social sciences
(22%) and Humanities (19%).

▪ At the present, most of the students come from Europe and
Asia

▪ Hungary is popular for German, Romanian and Chinese
students (more than 3000 students from each country)

Total number of 
international  

students:  
45 755



Pannonia Scholarship Programme I.

2024 – Kulturális és Innovációs Minisztérium

• Supported and professionally managed by the Ministry of Culture

and Innovation

• Implemented by the Tempus Public Foundation

• Total budget of the call: HUF 10 billion

• Starting from the 2024/2025 academic year

• Full credit recognition - the activities carried out during the

student's mobility period must be accepted by the sending

institution

• Available through bilateral agreements for any HEI in the world in 

cooperation with model-changing HEIs

• More than 4,000 inter-university collaborations signed

• Current number of students of the Pannonia Scholarship Program:

more than 3000 people



Pannonia Scholarship Programme – student’s 
number in Slovakia 

2024 – Kulturális és Innovációs Minisztérium

    

     

Év Type of mobility number

2024 Long-term tudent mobility 6 

2024 Short term student mobility 26 

2024 Staff mobility (training) 2 

2024 Staff mobility (education) 21



Pannonia Scholarship Programme – joined 
universities 

2024 – Kulturális és Innovációs Minisztérium

Slovak Universities Hungarian Universities

Academia ene Bratislava Széchenyi István Egyetem

Akadémia umení v Banskej Bystrici Pécsi Tudományegyetem

Pan-European University Pécsi Tudományegyetem

Presovska Univerzita V Presove Nyíregyházi Egyetem

Slovenská poľnohospodárska univerzita v Nitre Magyar Agrár és Élettudományi Egyetem

Technical University of Kosice Óbudai Egyetem

Trnavská Univerzita v Trnave Szegedi Tudományegyetem

Univerzita Jána Selyeho Komárno

Budapesti Corvinus Egyetem

Miskolci Egyetem

Óbudai Egyetem

Tokaj-Hegyalja Egyetem

Univerzita Konstantina Filozofa v Nitre
Debreceni Egyetem

Pécsi Tudományegyetem

Univerzita Mateja Bela Budapesti Gazdasági Egyetem

Univerzita Pavla Jozefa Šafárika v Košiciach Szegedi Tudományegyetem

Vysoká škola múzických umení v Bratislave Magyar Táncművészeti Egyetem

Združenie maďarských ekonómov na Slovensku Pécsi Tudományegyetem



Hungarian-Slovak higher education relations in 
a special situation

2024 – Kulturális és Innovációs Minisztérium

• On the one hand, Slovakia is a key international partner, it is important that our universities

maintain good relations with each other. (Number of Slovak students in Hungarian higher

education: 1817)

• On the other hand, it is also a key partner for the Hungarian community in Slovakia.

• Hungary supports Hungarian-language education (Hungarian-language education is available at

4 universities – SJE:1632,  Nyitra Konstantin: 7)

• We want to strengthen Hungarian universities across the border

• It is important for us to stay in the homeland, we want the Hungarian youth to prosper in their

homeland. To this end, we would like to restructure the scholarships for young Hungarians

abroad so that we support their studies with this aspect in mind.



Some details about Hungarian-Slovak higher 
education relationship

2024 – Kulturális és Innovációs Minisztérium

Intézménynév
Meghirdethető képzés 

neve
Képzés település 

név
2020/21 ősz 2021/22 ősz 2022/23 ősz 2023/24 ősz

2024/25 ősz

Budapesti Corvinus 
Egyetem

kereskedelem és 
marketing

Révkomárom
5 10 5 6

5

Magyar Agrár- és 
Élettudományi Egyetem

gazdasági és 
vidékfejlesztési 

agrármérnöki

Révkomárom

32

29

kertészmérnöki Révkomárom
42 54 38 31

23

vidékfejlesztési 
agrármérnöki

Révkomárom

36 44 39

Összesen 83 108 82 69 57

Intézménynév
Meghirdethető képzés 

neve
Képzés település név 2020/21 ősz 2021/22 ősz 2022/23 ősz 2023/24 ősz

2024/25 ősz

Semmelweis Egyetem egészségügyi menedzser Pozsony 12 1 9 9 10

Összesen 12 1 9 9 10



The Concept of Double Degree Programs in 
Hungarian Higher Education

2024 – Kulturális és Innovációs Minisztérium

Collaboration between a Hungarian & a foreign HEI

Students earn two separate diplomas via a joint academic path

Key Features:

Based on partially equivalent programs

Credit mobility & mutual recognition

Two diplomas (not joint/multiple degrees)

At least 1/3 of credits must be completed in Hungary

Benefits:

Cross-cultural experience

Dual qualifications

Boosts international job market competitiveness

Stronger academic ties with partner institutions



Some details about Hungarian-Slovak higher education relationship

2024 – Kulturális és Innovációs Minisztérium

Felsőoktatási 
intézmény neve

Együttműködő 
partner neve

Együttműködő 
partner címe

Megállapodás célja Képzés neve Képzés szintje Képzési hely
Képzés 
nyelve

Képzés 
munkarendj

e
Magyar Agrár- és 

Élettudományi 
Egyetem

Slovak University 
of Agriculture in 

Nitra

Szlovákia közös képzés közös 
oklevéllel

fenntartható 
mezőgazdaság, 

élelmiszertermelés és -
technológia a Duna 

régióban

mesterképzés 
(MA/MSc)

Gödöllő angol nappali

Óbudai Egyetem Pro Selye 
Univerzitas n.o.

Szlovákia egyéb képzési-
oktatási 

együttműködés

mérnökinformatikus mesterképzés 
(MA/MSc)

Révkomárom magyar nappali

Pécsi 
Tudományegyetem

Univerzita Mateja 
Bela v Banskej 

Bystrici

Szlovákia egyéb képzési-
oktatási 

együttműködés

nemzetközi 
tanulmányok

mesterképzés 
(MA/MSc)

Pécs angol nappali

Semmelweis Egyetem Health 
Management 

Academy, s.r.o.

Szlovákia képzési hely 
biztosítása külföldi 

székhelyen kívüli 
képzési helyen

egészségügyi 
menedzser

mesterképzés 
(MA/MSc)

Pozsony szlovák levelező

Színház- és 
Filmművészeti 

Egyetem

Vysoká škola 
múzických umení 

v Bratislave

Szlovákia közös képzés többes 
oklevéllel

PuppeTry bábművész mesterképzés 
(MA/MSc)

Budapest angol nappali



Thank you for your attention!


	Snímka 1
	Snímka 2: Shifting of Gears in Higher Education Mid-Term Policy Strategy 2016
	Snímka 3: Benefits of model change in competitiveness
	Snímka 4: Outcomes and aims in higher education
	Snímka 5: Rankings I. 
	Snímka 6: Rankings II. 
	Snímka 7: Internationalisation of higher education 
	Snímka 8: International students in Hungary
	Snímka 9: Pannonia Scholarship Programme I.
	Snímka 10: Pannonia Scholarship Programme – student’s number in Slovakia 
	Snímka 11: Pannonia Scholarship Programme – joined universities 
	Snímka 12: Hungarian-Slovak higher education relations in a special situation
	Snímka 13: Some details about Hungarian-Slovak higher education relationship
	Snímka 14: The Concept of Double Degree Programs in Hungarian Higher Education
	Snímka 15: Some details about Hungarian-Slovak higher education relationship
	Snímka 16

