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Europe’s University Leaders Call for Urgent Brexit Clarification 
 

Leaders of European higher education bodies have signed a statement calling on 
governments across Europe to speed up Brexit negotiations so talks can begin over 
the future of European research, collaboration, and student mobility. 
 
The statement from 22 representative organisations of universities and national 
rectors' conferences from across Europe asks for clarification on arrangements for the 
European Research and Innovation programme – Horizon 2020 - and the Erasmus+ 
exchange programme after March 2019 when the UK is due to leave the European 
Union. 
 
Research and higher education will be discussed in the second phase of Brexit 
negotiations, which are expected to start following the conclusion of the first phase of 
discussions. The European Council Summit concluded on 20 October 2017 that not 
enough progress had been made to start the second phase. The delay in the 
negotiations extends the uncertainties that the higher education sector is facing.  
 
Professor Janet Beer, President of Universities UK and Vice-Chancellor of Liverpool 
University, says the lack of clarity is causing problems for universities now: 
 
“We are now entering the period in which universities need to be finalising their 
research, collaboration and student exchange programmes for 2019. There is an 
urgent need for clarity on the UK’s participation in Horizon 2020 beyond Brexit. This 
scheme enhances the impact of our research by providing access to vital networks, 
talent and funding. Without clarity, the risk is that important European research 
programmes could stall.   
 
“The arrival on campuses across Europe of students hoping to study abroad in 2019 
increases the need to know whether the UK will or will not be able to continue to take 
part in Erasmus+.  Participation in outward mobility schemes, such as Erasmus+, has 
major benefits for students, universities and employers.” 
 
Full statement: 
  
Higher education, research and innovation are critical to the future of Europe. 
Conditions favourable to close cooperation and exchange are crucial to knowledge 
development in the interests of our societies. Universities call on the leaders of our 
respective governments and on the European Commission to accelerate the process 
of reaching agreement on the UK’s continued participation in, and contribution to, 
Horizon 2020 and Erasmus+ to the end of these programmes. Clarification is now 
urgent: European consortia are already being formed and bids designed ready to be 
submitted after March 2019. Similarly, students arriving on campus this autumn and 
planning a period abroad as part of their studies need clarity on whether they can 
participate in Erasmus+ mobility involving UK partners from 2019 onwards. 
  
The time has come for clarity and agreement in this important area. Universities must 
know which, if any, measures they need to undertake in the future to enable their 
students to thrive and their researchers to continue their innovative research. We urge 
you to address these pressing issues.  
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Notes to editors: 
National Rectors’ Conferences (NRCs) are member organisations that represent the 
universities and higher education institutions in their respective countries or regions. 
The NRCs represent their members to government, parliament and civic organisations. 
The signatories are all members of the European University Association (EAU), which 
is the representative organisation of universities and national rectors’ conferences in 
47 European countries. 
 
Universities UK is the representative organisation for the UK's universities. Founded 
in 1918, its mission is to be the definitive voice for all universities in the UK, providing 
high quality leadership and support to its members to promote a successful and diverse 
higher education sector. With 136 members and offices in London, Cardiff 
(Universities Wales) and Edinburgh (Universities Scotland), it promotes the strength 
and success of UK universities nationally and internationally. 
Visit: www.universitiesuk.ac.uk 
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